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NONPROFIT ADVOCACY: Policy Basics for Nonprofits

More emPower Tools

Purpose: Nonprofit advocacy often involves following legislation that affects your programs, funding, and the communities you serve. Nonprofits
can have a powerful voice in the legislative process and effecting systemic change. This emPower tool gives you a brief introduction to the basics of
finding and tracking legislation, how to understand bills, and how to participate in the legislative process. Check out these emPower tools for
additional advocacy support: Nonprofit Advocacy Overview, Levels of Nonprofit Advocacy in Washington State, and Using Data for Advocacy.

+ learn more about each topic

thecapacitycollective.org/
resources

How to Find and Track Washington State Legislation
Bills, Committees, & Contact
Visit the Washington State Legislature’s
website (leg.wa.gov) to find:
• The status of any bill
• Committee meeting times and
agendas
• Lawmaker contact info and more

Bill Information
Click on “Bill Information” to go to
app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/ where you can:
• Search for bills by topic, sponsor, date of
introduction, bill number, or search the text of a bill
• HB stands for “House Bill”
• SB stands for “Senate Bill”

Watch
Go to www.tvw.org/ to watch broadcasts of:
• Committee meetings
• Floor sessions
• Press conferences
• Special events

Tip: Finding a Bill
Bill names and topic descriptions can be
difficult to decipher. If you know a specific bill
is going to be heard soon, you can scan the
committee agenda to find the bill number.
If you need help finding a bill, call the
committee staff or your lawmaker's office.
They work for the public and are there to
help!

Once on a specific bill’s page like this one,
you can see:

The bill's status and progress in the
legislature

1

3

2
Detailed bill history, the committee it has
been referred to, and the full bill under
"Available Documents"

Click the buttons on the right to
comment, sign up for email or RSS
notifications on the bill
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How to Read and Understand Bills
What is a companion bill?

If the same bill is proposed in both the House and Senate, it is a companion bill. Having two versions of the same bill working through
the legislative process increases the chance that it will become law. However, it also makes the process more complex.
Supporters/opponents need to follow changes to each bill closely and decide which one is the best to send to the governor's desk.

What is a “striker” in a bill?

A striker is an amendment to a bill that is offered when a legislator wants to make substantial changes to legislation. Often, a striker
begins with "strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the following”.

What is a “null and void” clause?

A "null and void" clause means the legislation will not be enacted if it does not receive funding.

What is a “severability” clause?

A “severability” clause indicates that if one section of an act is found unconstitutional by the courts, the rest of the act will remain
intact.

What is a fiscal note?

A fiscal note is a cost or savings estimate of the bill's impact on the Washington state budget.

What is a substitute bill?

A substitute bill is a new bill that replaces the original one.

What is an amendment?

An amendment is any modification to a bill or resolution. Most bills are amended as they progress through the legislative process.
Occasionally, members will even withdraw support for their own bill if it has been changed from its original intent.

Tip: Read the Bill Analysis
The actual text of the bill may not be the best way
to understand its content and intent. Other
documents like the “Bill Analysis” under “bill
reports” may be more helpful.

How to Participate in the Legislative Process
Testify: register to testify virtually in the House or Senate. Registration closes one
hour before the hearing start time. leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Participating.aspx
Written Testimony: if you do not wish to speak at a hearing, you can submit written

Other Sources for Political Coverage & Analysis
• League of Education Voters bill tracker:
educationvoters.org/resources/bill-tracker/
• Crosscut: crosscut.com/washington-legislature
• Seattle Times:
o seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/
o seattletimes.com/tag/early-learning/
• The Stranger: thestranger.com/news
We encourage you to share these resources with your organization, and other local social
service organizations. PLEASE NOTE this handout is the intellectual property of The Capacity
Collective. Please do not duplicate parts, or adapt, without the express permission of The
Capacity Collective. Thank you for supporting our work!

testimony to a committee at least 24 hours before the start of a hearing. Find a list of
committees & instructions here: leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/CommitteeListing.aspx

Get Your Position Noted: state your position on a bill without testifying at
least one hour before the start of a hearing.
leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/Participating.aspx

Comment: on a bill's information page, click "Comment on this bill" to fill out a
form and share your opinion with your elected official. You can email or call your
official to request a response.
Contact Your Legislators: send an email directly to your elected officials. Use the
district finder to see who your representatives are (https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/)
and find the full email roster here: app.leg.wa.gov/MemberEmail/

